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Athletics:               
The middle school wrestling team finished up their season last 

Thursday at Hartford.  The team continued to make 

improvements and battled to the end.  The team then attended 

the varsity wrestling match on Saturday to help with running the 

dual meets that were scheduled.  The team was a great help and 

the day went smoothly. 

On Saturday, March 6 the Varsity wrestling team hosted their 

first home event of the season and got an unexpected call early 

in the morning to let them know that one of the teams they 

were scheduled to wrestle would not be attending because of a 

Covid concern.  We all appreciate the care and concern that 

other teams are showing so the spread of Covid can be minimized.  On the day there were only a total of 

four matches and the varsity team went 2-2.  Staying undefeated on the year were William Westphal 

and Jaren Waldschmidt.  Both wrestlers pinned their opponents. 

On Thursday, March 10th the Varsity wrestling team traveled to Bloomingdale High School to wrestle in 

a Tri between Bloomingdale and White Pigeon.  Senior William Westphal stayed undefeated on the 

season by pinning his opponent from White Pigeon.  Jaren Waldschmidt went 1-1 on the evening losing 

a tough match against White Pigeon.  Jaren rebounded against Bloomingdale and finished with a pin.  

The varsity wrestling team also welcomed two new wrestlers to the team at heavyweight.  Jermaine 

Williams and Kendon Williams had their first action of the season.  Both performed well and wrestled 

tough.   

The Varsity wrestling team will host Team districts next Wednesday March 17th.  The action will start at 

6 pm.  Cassopolis will wrestle in the first match against River Valley.  The winner will take on Eau Claire 

for the District Title. 
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The Varsity boys basketball team had a couple of setbacks late 

last week when they were defeated by Dowagiac on Friday 

night and then beaten by Buchanan on Saturday. The boys’ 

varsity has only lost three games all season and is still 

undefeated in the conference.   

 

The girls’ varsity basketball team and the boys’ varsity and 

junior varsity basketball team were scheduled to play Mendon 

on Tuesday but Mendon had to cancel due to a Covid concern.  

These games are rescheduled for Thursday March 18th at home.  Start time is 4:30 pm for the JV and 

then the Girls Varsity will follow.  Finishing the night will be the boys’ varsity.  This will be the final game 

before the state tournament starts. 

Friday night the boys and girls varsity basketball team will be hosting Decatur.  The game starts at 6 pm 

for the girls’ varsity.  Senior night will be held just before the game to honor our seniors and their 

parents/guardians.  The four ticket rule still applies to each athlete.  This game will also be streamed. 

 

In regards to the state tournament there have been local spikes of 

Covid with teams within our conference and surrounding areas.  The 

importance of mask wearing still cannot be understated.  The 

officials have the ability to call a technical foul on an athlete not 

properly wearing their mask.  This should not come as a surprise 

that we do not want our athletes getting technical fouls so it is up to 

our players and coaches to make sure that the athletes are properly 

wearing their masks. The recommendation is to pull the athlete 

from the floor if the mask continues to be an issue.  There is also talk in the state that the coach could 

be held responsible for not making their athletes adhere to these guidelines.  The infraction could cost 

the coach the ability to coach at the next game.  There is a simple solution to this issue.  Mask up and 

keep playing. 

 

Spring sports will kick off on March 22.  There is a golf sign-up sheet and 

a track sign-up sheet on the athletic director's office door for anyone 

interested in participating. 

 

Go Rangers! 
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Cassopolis Middle School  
 

February came in like a lion but left like a lamb and 
now we welcome March and the teases of Spring.  We 
have so many plans for outside now that the weather 
is starting to break! Stay tuned to see the awesome 
things that our middle school students have planned 

 

 

 

        

Part of the Incentive included a snow creation contest. Each grade level created different 

snow creations and chose their top two favorites.  Those creations were then posted on 

our Facebook page where the community voted for the winner.  First place went to the 8th 

grade for their turtle and 6th grade took second place for their American flag.  
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Students recently voiced they would like to say The Pledge of Allegiance here at the 

Middle School. The first step was obtaining an American Flag for each classroom. 

Chris Bergen and his company, Bergen R/C Helicopters, generously donated several 

flags so each classroom now has one to display.  Thank you!!!! 

 

  
 

 

We posted about this generous donation on our Facebook page and it really gained a lot 

of interest and attention.  The Cassopolis Vigilant took notice and reached out to us to 

write an article about the donation and the reason behind it.  You can read the article 

here: Cassopolis Vigilant Article 
 

 

 

 

The FFA Junior High Conduct of Meetings Team won first at 
districts and then moved onto to place 4th at regionals. We 

want to congratulate them on their immense growth, 
perseverance, and teamwork. The team consists of Nola 

Hawkins, Amya Baker, Jackson Bement, Vallorey Smith, Lilly 
Smith, Laycee Ericson, Harlie Rose.  
Great work, we are so proud of you!  

 

 

  

  

https://leaderpub.com/2021/02/19/veteran-donates-american-flags-to-cassopolis-middle-school/
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Mr. Luckey's class received some flexible seating options through a grant offered by the 

Cassopolis Public Schools Foundation. Thank you!!!!! 
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During the month of February, the Middle School 

celebrated Black History. Each morning during the 

announcements a student read about a prominent figure 

who made a difference in Black History and we also 

had a door decorating contest with the same theme.  The 

winner of the contest was Mrs. Andrina's Humanities 

Class.  

Great work Rangers!! 

 

 
 

 

Our 6th graders had a delicious time 

learning about plate tectonics and plate 

boundaries 
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After some delivery delays, a long weekend, and a snow day. Valentine's Day 
grams were delivered. 

      

 

Congratulations to Lily Westrate and Devyn Garcia from the Middle School and Anna Leach 

from the High School for being recognized at the VFW on March 8th for their prize winning 

Patriot Pen essays. 
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Andrew Jackson on Trial 
 
Students in Mrs. Andrina’s 8th grade Humanities class put 
President Andrew Jackson on trial for his role in the Trail of 
Tears.  Students served as prosecutors, defense attorneys, 
witnesses, jury members or reporters and held a trial from the 
beginning to the end.  Witnesses were called to the stand and 
questioned by both prosecutors and defense attorneys.  After 
closing arguments the jury deliberated and were reminded to 
use evidence and the law and avoid emotion.  At the end the 
jury found President Andrew Jackson guilty for his role in the 
Trail of Tears due to the fact that he went against the Supreme 
Court and did not follow the law. 
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Buildings and Grounds Maintenance: 

 The snow has finally given us a break and spring is right around the corner. 
We have planned some spring projects that you will see in my next report. 

 We worked with Wolverine Electrical to replace and repair some parking lot 
lighting district wide. 

 

 Air handler filter changes, preventive maintenance and temperature 
control for each school has been the focal point for this last month. 

 Cleaning and sanitizing continues district wide. Thank you to the custodial 
team for all that you do for our students and staff. Providing your services 
and expertise to keep everyone safe is much appreciated. 

 Internal maintenance requests are being processed at an 87% completion 
rate. Thank you to teachers and staff for utilizing our system to get things 
done. 

 We replaced the basketball nets at the high school on the main rims and we 
are replacing the nets at Sam Adams currently. 
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Transportation: 

 The transportation team has done some 
amazing things over the past month. I cannot 
thank all them enough for the effort that they 
have given. 

 We have Matt H. and Julian L. (both from 
our maintenance department) going through 
the CDL/ bus driver process. They are both 
wanting to help our team succeed. 

 We have also been collaborating with local districts about how we can gain 
traction for growing future bus drivers. Some ideas have been talked about, 
such as: job fairs and newsletters to let people know how to become a 
driver. There is a shortage of drivers in the state of Michigan and it’s only 
going to get worse if we don’t start to change this trend now. 

 I participated in the Michigan Association for Pupil Transportation (MAPT) 
spring conference this week and meet some really great people. Yes this 
was virtual, but it still had great value. Talking about the driver shortages 
and how some of the districts are dealing with this was eye opening. Having 
these people to network with and communicate ideas about transportation 
in the future is invaluable.  
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 Cleaning and sanitizing buses continues. 

 

 We also want to take great care of that new box truck that foodservice 
bought. 

 Scheduled bus and vehicle maintenance is ongoing. 
 

  

 

 

Curriculum/Grants/Assessments 
 

The state assessment window opens on April 12th in Michigan. Grades 
3-11 will be assessed throughout spring. Below are the first testing dates 
that occur the week after spring break. 
 
 

Important Assessment Dates : 

April 13- PSAT 8, PSAT 9, PSAT 10, SAT 

April 14- ACT WorkKeys (11th Grade) 

April 15- MSTEP (Science and Social Studies) 

 Attached is information regarding spring testing for 9th-11th grade students. Virtual and 

Academy students will need to participate in testing on April 13th. Unfortunately, the test is 
paper/pencil so students will need to come to the high school on this day.  
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Students will need to be dropped off by 8:30 at the flagpole entrance and can be picked up after 
testing is over. Students will need to be signed out in the Welcome Center upon their departure. 
 

---9th Grade's PSAT takes approximately 2 hours and 35 minutes. Students will be able to be 
picked up by 12:05 
 

---10th Grade PSAT takes approximately 2 hours and 55 minutes. Students will be able to be 
picked up by 12:30. 
 

--11th Grade SAT with Essay takes approximately 4 hours and 22 minutes. Students will be 
able to be picked up by 2:00 unless they get done earlier. 11th Grade students will also need to 
come in on April 14 for the ACT Workkeys and April 15 for the MSTEP. 
PSAT 8/9 Letter 
PSAT 10 Letter 
SAT Letter 

 
 

Early Middle College 

 
Applications are still open for the Early Middle College Program. Please contact Mrs. Brawley 
for more information- bbrawley@cassopolis.org. 

 
What is Early Middle College? 

 
Through the Early Middle College (EMC) Program, you will earn a college degree and or career 
certificate.  The EMC is structured so that you gradually increase your exposure to college 
courses over a five-year span. You take college classes during 11th and 12th grades along with 
your high school classes, and then attend college full time during the fifth year of high school to 
complete the program. 

 
Currently, we partner with Lake Michigan College and Southwestern Michigan College. 
Students are able to apply to one college and take a program that aligns with their career 
pathway. 
 
What are the Benefits of Early Middle College? 

1. You can earn a career certificate or an Associate's Degree while still in high school. This 
will help you advance through your educational path and start your career years earlier 
than a traditional educational program. 

2. If a four-year college is in your future, you will have a smooth transition.  Both Lake 
Michigan College and Southwestern Michigan College participate in the state-wide 
Michigan Transfer Agreement and has individual transfer agreements with universities 
throughout Michigan and Indiana. 

3. You will be able to save money as you pursue a college degree through an additional 
year of high school used to complete your college program 

https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1K4u9_PmZDAus5Gzrc4TkQdfgWujI0ofNeohYVAf70VU/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1nQQ1ODC7s8p3J0qqW0aFf_QP_0yrLZq3q4ltIiML0GE/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1R4eJn471IzI-3tt-oA9tMFZ9Jn1STxvttlAreEfrCwc/edit
mailto:bbrawley@cassopolis.org
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Family “HOMEwork” Read Alouds 
The Michigan Department of Education has released resources that are intended to 
provide effective early literary learning strategies for families to support literacy learning 
at home. 
  

 

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Family_Homework_Read_Alouds_for_K-3_711191_7.pdf

